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Hands 
 
The Piccadilly hands are made from steel, polished then blued in the majority of 
models. The technique for making them is the same as has been used for over a 
century. 
 
The hands are stamped out of a steel sheet to create the basic form then 
punched a second time to create the oval form found on the foundation styled 
hands. The hands are then polished and blued by heating the hands in a vacuum 
oven to avoid uneven colouration. 
 

 
 

 
 

The original tooling for the first Piccadilly hands 
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Close up of a blued steel hand after polishing 
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Close up of a polished steel hand 
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A collection of the hands which is now part of the Piccadilly collection. 

 
The style of the round hands is named ‘Gianfranca’ the original style is ‘the 
foundation style. 
 
Order of production of Superluminova hands: 
 
1. Drilling the hole which the hands sit upon the movement  
2. Producing the tubes around the holes in the hands that are pushed onto 

the movement  
3. If the hand is skeleton at this stage the centre is removed  
4. The form of the hand is now produced by stamping between a male and 

female die  
5. Removal of burs  
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6. Polish hands  
7. Hardening of the hands  
8. Re-hardening ofthe hands to the exact hardness required to allow the 

material to be flexible as a spring  
9. Re-polishing  
10. Re-stamping the form of the hand to produce the bombé form  
11. If the hands have a matt finish at this stage the hands are sand blasted  
12. The hands are heated again to produce the desired colour blue.  
13. The super-luminova is applied  
14. A layer under the S-L is applied to enhance the colour of the super-

luminova  
15. Final control  
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