Case Construction
The design of the Piccadilly case stems from the Foundation watch.

The drum centre of the case is reminiscent of early marine chronometers and is centred
on the function of dressing the movement apposed to the design of the case influencing
the design of the movement as is often the way.

The shoulders

The shoulders are designed to assure a solid connection to the centre of the case, as
such they are large and the surface area between them and the case centre is
substantial. The strap is held between the shoulders by a solid inox steel bar which
allows the strap to pivot and will in essence never need to be replaced and assures
strength in design.

To remove the strap the two screws in which the bar pivots need to be removed and the
bar pushed out before the strap can be changed.

The winding crown

The winding crowns stem from a design called Louis15 which was originally used on
early pocket watches. The crowns are massive in design ensuring ease of winding and
setting and sit upon a large tube. Inside the tube are the seals which assure the cases
are water resistant. As the seals wear over many years only the seals need to be
replaced and the crown and tubes can be left in place facilitating the servicing process.
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The sapphires

The windows from and back are made from sapphire. The front sapphires are 1.5mm in
thickness and are slightly bombé in form to add to the strength of construction. They are
pressed into the centre of the case into a nylon seal only revealing the rounded cross
section of the sapphire. This assures once again a strength in the construction and
influences the aesthetic of the drum centre.

The case back

The case backs are placed on the centre of the case by using a press with white nylon
dies to assure a solid and even pressure when the case back is pushed in place. A red
nylon seal assure the construction remains rigid and water resistant. To remove the
case back a special tool with two blades is used to open the case back from between
the lugs where there is a small opening in the centre of each case to allow the blades to
entre and ease the case back off.
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